Pet Preparedness Plan
In the Event of an Emergency
In the event you become ill, are taken by ambulance, or require hospitalization,
you’ll need to have someone to take care of your pets. Having a preparedness
plan in place for your pets in advance is critical. It may not seem necessary
today, but if you find yourself in an emergency situation, having the plan already
in place will be a huge help. Without a plan, your beloved pet could end up in a
shelter. Always ensure that someone is ready to care for your pets when the
unexpected happens.
At the end of this document, you’ll find ‘Pet Disaster Kit Checklist’ forms from
the CDC. Here are some guidelines in making your pet preparedness plan:
1.

Reach out now to your trusted friends, family members, neighbors, or coworkers to identify who could temporarily take your pets if you are hospitalized
or become too ill to care for them, and have a back-up or two just in case they
become ill too. The most important thing you can do today is talk directly with
people who can help so they’re prepared in case they’re called to action.

2.

Have crates, food, and extra supplies on hand for movement and relocation of
pets if necessary:
✓ Two weeks supply of food, medication, special diet-related treats and supplements,
and supplies such as litter box and litter (if you have cats) for each pet
✓ A carrier for each small pet and a leash for each dog
✓ Photos and descriptions of each of your pets with detailed pet care notes, including
feeding and walking routines and important notes about your pet’s behavior
✓ Pet first aid kit and pet first aid book
✓ Stickers you can attach to your pet’s tags with outside temporary contact
information (should you need to leave home)

3.

Make sure pets are up to date on their vaccinations in case boarding or outof-home sheltering becomes necessary and have copies of those, and other
medical records, available. Many boarding facilities remain open and may be
able to provide care. If you choose a local boarding facility or kennel, be sure
they are equipped to properly care for your pet indefinitely. You might want to
ask your vet’s office for recommendations or inquire if the vet’s office offers
boarding. Whatever arrangements you make, be sure to include a plan for
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getting your pet there. On page 7, you’ll find a ‘Pet Boarding Instructions’
form from the CDC.
4.

Any medications your pet is taking should be well documented and easily
accessible as well, including dosages and administering directions, and contact
information for your veterinarian’s office. Ensure your veterinarian has written
authorization for people other than you to seek medical care for your pet.

5.

Pets should have proper identification: a collar or harness with ID tag and a
microchip with current, up-to-date contact information. See microchip info
below.
Updating Your Pet’s Microchip Information
✓ Step 1: Get Your Pet’s Microchip NUMBER
Don’t have their microchip number handy? Call your vet’s office, they may well have
it in their records OR bring your pet into your vet’s office, animal shelter, or animal
control to have them scanned (there shouldn’t be any charge for this). And hopefully
they're using a “universal scanner”, as not all microchips work on the same
frequency.
✓ Step 2: Get Your Pet’s Microchip TYPE/BRAND
Can’t recall the type/brand? Lost the original paperwork? You can call your vet’s
office or the shelter/rescue where you adopted your pet, they may have it in their
records. But it’s even easier and faster to look up your pet’s microchip number on
the AAHA Universal Pet Microchip Lookup site—you plug in the number, and the site
will tell you if and with which registry the chip is registered, when it was last
updated, and provide the necessary information about how to get in touch to check
and update your contact information.
✓ Step 3: Check & Update Your Contact Information with The Registry
Now that you have your pet’s microchip number and the name and contact info of
the registry, call them or go onto their web site to update your contact info.
Pet’s Microchip Not Yet Registered?
✓ Registering your pet’s microchip isn’t just important, it’s also quick and easy. All you
need is their microchip number and an internet-connected phone or computer (or a
pen)! Don’t know your pet’s microchip number? See “Step 1” above. Now is the best
time to register your pet’s microchip. Below is a list of several of the pet microchip
registries and programs for you to choose from. To be safest, we recommend that
you register your pet’s microchip both with the manufacturer’s registry and with the
Found Animals registry.


Found Animals: This registry is “universal” and completely free and is part of the
Found Animal Foundation, a non-profit working hard to help more pets stay in
their homes.



HomeAgain



AKC Reunite
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AVID



PetLink



24PetWatch



ACA’s Microchip Animal Rapid Recovery Services (MARRS)



Homeward Bound Pet



Petkey

Note that some registries are “universal” (can register any brand of microchip), while others
are limited only to their brand of microchip. Also, some registries charge both to register and
do updates or transfers, while others charge for some of these steps but not all, and some are
completely free.
6.

On page 6, there are pet ID cards that you can print, fill out, and keep in
your wallet to help others identify what pets you have at home and who to
contact in the event of an emergency. Be sure to include a second and third
back-up contact person.

Emergency Pet Caregiving Agreement
While it isn’t necessary, you may consider writing up an Emergency Pet Caregiving
Agreement between yourself and the person you entrust to care for your pet in the
event of an emergency, so that both parties fully understand what is expected and
so there are no misunderstandings. Click here to see an example of such
agreement.
If you don’t have a personal support system or the financial means to meet the
above recommendations, please reach out to local shelters and animal service
agencies to find out what support is available. During this crisis, there may be
options of temporary housing for pets, donated supplies, subsidized veterinary
services, etc.
Free Pet Safety Pack from ASPCA
secure.aspca.org/take-action/order-your-pet-safety-pack
Includes a Pet Rescue Window Decal to let people know that pets are inside your home.
Make sure it is visible to rescue workers (we recommend placing it on or near your front
door) and that it includes the types and number of pets in your home as well as the
name and number of your emergency contact(s) or veterinarian. Your local pet supply
store may also sell similar stickers.
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All About Animals Rescue
allaboutanimalsrescue.org/veterinary-services/all-about-pricing/
All About Animals Rescue is the largest high-quality, low-cost spay/neuter animal
welfare organization in Michigan, with surgery centers in Warren and Flint. Low-cost
veterinary services include spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchipping, and more.
23451 Pinewood St
Warren, MI 48091
586-879-1745

507 W Atherton Rd
Flint, MI 48507
810-780-4978

National and State Resources for Pet Owners in Need
www.humanesociety.org/resources/are-you-having-trouble-affording-your-pet
A comprehensive list of pet financial aid-related organizations.
COVID-19 Emergency Resources for People and Pets
redrover.org/2020/03/23/coronavirus-covid19/
Assistance with Basic Pet Care and Other Needs
redrover.org/resource/assistance-with-basic-pet-care-and-other-needs/
RedRover Relief Urgent Care Grants
redrover.org/relief
For emergency veterinary care. Applications accepted online
RedRover Relief Emergency Boarding Grants
redrover.org/relief/emergency-boarding-grants/
If you or someone you know needs help taking care of an animal because of virusrelated hospitalization, RedRover has created a new assistance program to cover the
cost of temporary boarding for people suffering from COVID-19 who require
hospitalization.

Social Distancing Tips for Pets:
• Do not let pets interact with people or other animals outside the household.
• Keep cats indoors when possible to prevent them from interacting with other
animals or people.
• Walk dogs on a leash, maintaining at least 6 feet from other people and
animals.
• Avoid dog parks or public places where a large number of people and dogs
gather.
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What to Do If You Are Sick
If you become sick with COVID-19 (either suspected or confirmed by a test), you
should restrict contact with your pets, just like you would around other people.
This can help ensure both you and your animals stay healthy.
✓ When possible, have another member of your household care for your
pets while you are sick.
✓ Avoid contact with your pet including, petting, snuggling, being kissed or
licked, and sharing food or bedding.
✓ If you must care for your pet while you are sick, wear a cloth face
covering and wash your hands before and after you interact with them.
If you are sick with COVID-19 and your pet becomes sick, do not take your pet
to the veterinary clinic yourself. Call your veterinarian and let them know you
have been sick with COVID-19. Some veterinarians may offer telemedicine
consultations or other alternate plans for seeing sick pets. Your veterinarian can
evaluate your pet and determine the next steps for your pet’s treatment and care.
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html

CDC: If You Have Animals
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html

CDC: Healthy Pets, Healthy People
www.cdc.gov/healthypets/
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PET BOARDING INSTRUCTIONS
PET INFORMATION
Pet name ______________________________________________________________________________
Breed ________________________________________ Color____________________________________
Gender______________________ Weight__________________

Microchip # _____________________

OWNER INFORMATION
Your name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Your address _______________________________________________________________________________________
Your phone #_________________________________

Email address ________________________________________

Alternate phone # 1____________________________

Alternate phone # 2___________________________________

FOOD AND MEDICATIONS
Type of food__________________________________

❑ Wet ❑ Dry

Amount ________ Frequency___________

Name of medication ________________________________

Instructions _____________________________________

Name of medication ________________________________

Instructions _____________________________________

MEDICAL INFORMATION
Veterinarian name____________________________ Veterinarian phone #____________________________________
Date of last rabies vaccine ______________________ Rabies certificate #______________________________________
Date of last bordetella vaccine__________________ Date of last distemper/parvo vaccine_______________________
Date of last Heartworm test and result (dogs)_______________________________________________
Date of last FeLV/FIV test and result (cats) __________________________________________________
Current medical conditions______________________________________________________________

CS233670-B

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Behavior concerns_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services • Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

PET DISASTER KIT CHECKLIST
DOCUMENTS
❑ Photocopied veterinary
records

❑ Rabies certificate
❑ Vaccinations
❑ Medical summary
❑ Prescriptions for
medications

❑ Most recent heartworm
test result (dogs)

❑ Photocopied registration
information (ex: proof of
ownership or adoption
records)

❑ Pet description(s) (ex: breed,
sex, color, weight)

❑ Recent photographs for
each of your pets

❑ Microchip information
(ex: microchip number,
name and number of the
microchip company)

❑ Y our contact information
(phone numbers and
addresses for your family
and friends or relatives you
may be staying with)

❑ Waterproof container for
documents

WATER, FOOD, MEDICATIONS
❑ 2 -week supply of food for
each animal stored in
waterproof containers

❑ 2 -week supply of water for
each animal

❑ N on-spill food and water

❑ Manual can opener
❑ F eeding instructions for
each animal

❑ 2 -week supply of any
medications (if applicable)

❑M
 edication instructions
(if applicable)

❑O
 ne month supply of flea,
tick, and heartworm
preventative

dishes

OTHER SUPPLIES
❑ L eash, collar with ID, and
harness

❑ T oys

❑ A ppropriate-sized pet carrier

❑ C leaning supplies

with bedding, blanket, or
towel

for accidents
(paper towels,
plastic bags,
disinfectant)

❑ Pet first aid book and first
aid kit
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PET DISASTER KIT CHECKLIST
DOCUMENTS
❑ Photocopied veterinary
records

❑ Vaccinations
❑ Medical summary
❑ Rabies certificate
❑ Prescription for
medications

❑ Most recent FeLV/FIV
test result (cats)

❑ Photocopied registration
information (ex: proof of
ownership or adoption
records)

❑ Pet description(s) (ex: breed,
sex, color, weight)

❑ Recent photographs for each
of your pets

❑ Microchip information
(ex: microchip number,
name and number of the
microchip company)

❑ Your contact information
(phone numbers and
addresses for your family
and friends or relatives
you may be staying with)

❑ Waterproof container for
documents

WATER, FOOD, MEDICATIONS
❑ 2-week supply of food for
each animal stored in
waterproof containers

❑ 2 -week supply of water for
each animal

❑ N on-spill food and water
dishes

❑ Manual can opener
❑ F eeding instructions for

❑ 2 -week supply of any
medications (if applicable)

❑M
 edication instructions
(if applicable)

each animal

OTHER SUPPLIES
❑ Collar with ID
❑ L itterbox and litter (cats)
❑ P et first aid book and first
aid kit
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❑ A ppropriate-sized pet carrier ❑ C leaning supplies for
with bedding, blanket, or
towel

accidents (paper towels,
plastic bags, disinfectant)

